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(b) To the extent that commercial 
zones of municipalities within the four 
counties (as determined under § 372.241) 
extend beyond the boundaries of this 
four-county zone, the areas of such 
commercial zones shall be considered 
to be part of the zone and partially ex-
empt from regulation under 49 U.S.C. 
13506(b)(1). 

[51 FR 1815, Jan. 15, 1986. Redesignated at 55 
FR 42198, Oct. 18, 1990, as amended at 62 FR 
15422, Apr. 1, 1997] 

§ 372.239 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this part, the fol-

lowing terms are defined: 
(a) Municipality means any city, 

town, village, or borough which has 
been created by special legislative act 
or which has been, otherwise, individ-
ually incorporated or chartered pursu-
ant to general State laws, or which is 
recognized as such, under the Constitu-
tion or by the laws of the State in 
which located, and which has a local 
government. It does not include a town 
of the township or New England type. 

(b) Contiguous municipalities means 
municipalities, as defined in paragraph 
(a) of this section, which have at some 
point a common municipal or cor-
porate boundary. 

(c) Unincorporated area means any 
area not within the corporate or mu-
nicipal boundaries of any municipality 
as defined in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. 

[32 FR 20048, Dec. 20, 1967] 

§ 372.241 Commercial zones deter-
mined generally, with exceptions. 

The commercial zone of each munici-
pality in the United States, with the 
exceptions indicated in the note at the 
end of this section, within which the 
transportation of passengers or prop-
erty, in interstate or foreign com-
merce, when not under a common con-
trol, management, or arrangement for 
a continuous carriage or shipment to 
or from a point without such zone, is 
exempt from all provisions of 49 U.S.C. 
subtitle IV, part B shall be deemed to 
consist of: 

(a) The municipality itself, herein-
after called the base municipality; 

(b) All municipalities which are con-
tiguous to the base municipality; 

(c) All other municipalities and all 
unincorporated areas within the United 
States which are adjacent to the base 
municipality as follows: 

(1) When the base municipality has a 
population less than 2,500 all unincor-
porated areas within 3 miles of its cor-
porate limits and all of any other mu-
nicipality any part of which is within 3 
miles of the corporate limits of the 
base municipality, 

(2) When the base municipality has a 
population of 2,500 but less than 25,000 
all unincorporated areas within 4 miles 
of its corporate limits and all of any 
other municipality any part of which is 
within 4 miles of the corporate limits 
of the base municipality. 

(3) When the base municipality has a 
population of 25,000 but less than 
100,000 all unincorporated areas within 
6 miles of its corporate limits and all of 
any other municipality any part of 
which is within 6 miles of the corporate 
limits of the base municipality, and 

(4) When the base municipality has a 
population of 100,000 but less than 
200,000 all unincorporated areas within 
8 miles of its corporate limits and all 
of any other municipality any part of 
which is within 8 miles of the corporate 
limits of the base municipality. 

(5) When the base municipality has a 
population of 200,000 but less than 
500,000 all unincorporated areas within 
10 miles of its corporate limits and all 
of any other municipality any part of 
which is within 10 miles of the cor-
porate limits of the base municipality. 

(6) When the base municipality has a 
population of 500,000 but less than 1 
million, all unincorporated areas with-
in 15 miles of its corporate limits and 
all of any other municipality any part 
of which is within 15 miles of the cor-
porate limits of the base municipality. 

(7) When the base municipality has a 
population of 1 million or more, all un-
incorporated areas within 20 miles of 
its corporate limits and all of any 
other municipality any part of which is 
within 20 miles of the corporate limits 
of the base municipality, and 

(d) All municipalities wholly sur-
rounded, or so surrounded except for a 
water boundary, by the base munici-
pality, by any municipality contiguous 
thereto, or by any municipality adja-
cent thereto which is included in the 
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